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WORK IN PROGRESS

491.0.01  A.Yu. Mozhajsky (Moscow State Pedagogical University), In the
Footsteps of M.S. Koutorga, the First Russian Explorer of Boiotia

Introduction

This article is devoted to the work of the famous Russian researcher of Greece, Mikhail
Semyonovich Koutorga (1809-1886), who made a scientific journey to Greece in 1860-1861
and in 1874 published some of the results in the volume work “Plataiai: an Excerpt from a
Journey to Greece” in the “Russkiy Vestnik” journal. This work is little known in Russia and,
probably, practically unknown abroad. It presents not only the results of juxtaposing the terrain
with the course of the battle of Plataiai in 479 BC, but also a wealth of factual material on the
topography of the Plataiai region, as well as on the etymology of a number of geographical
names. This work indicates that regarding Boiotia, the Russian science of the 1860s-70s took
into account the latest research, and Koutorga himself outlined a number of areas for further
research on Plataiai.

Education, Scientific Views and Career

Before turning to the results of Mikhail Koutorga’s scientific work, we will provide a brief
description of his education and career achievements. According to the Russian researcher V.P.
Buzeskul, who wrote an essay on the development of Greek history in the 19th and early 20th
centuries, M.S. Koutorga is “the first distinguished and completely independent Russian



researcher in the field of Greek history” (Buzeskul 2005, 363). At the beginning of the 20th
century, when Buzeskul wrote these words about Koutorga, his merits had already been
appreciated, and a prominent Russian researcher and translator from ancient Greek
F.G. Mishchenko wrote about Koutorga that he “united in himself the passion of a humanist,
the erudition of the seventeenth-century Hellenists, and the critical tact of a scientist of our
time” (Buzeskul 2005, 363).

Koutorga was educated, first at St. Petersburg, then at the University of Dorpat, and later
abroad, where he attended lectures by such researchers as August Boeckh, Leopold von Ranke
and Friedrich Ludwig Georg von Raumer. Such comprehensive training allowed him to
perceive the “critical method” of European historical science (Skvorcov 2009, 126). Indeed, in
Dorpat, Koutorga examined the foremost works on the history of Greece and Rome (Madisson
1956, 27-29). For example, in one of the examinations, Koutorga was asked about Barthold
Georg Niebuhr’s theory (Madisson 1956, 28). Abroad, Koutorga attended lectures, visited
museums and worked in libraries in Copenhagen, Vienna, Munich, but most of all in Berlin
(Madisson 1956, 29-32). In addition, the works of the French historian Frangois Guizot, under
whose influence Koutorga developed a theory of class struggle in relation to the history of
Athens (Madisson 1956, 26), had a significant influence on the young Koutorga. Foreign and
Russian researchers point out that some pages of Guizot’s “On Democracy in France” (De la
démocratie en France) could well have been written by Karl Marx, who recognised Guizot as
one of the authors of the class theory (Tanshina 2016, 122; Triomphe 2002, 84). Koutorga was
developing this theory in Russia since the 1830s.

After returning from abroad, M.S. Koutorga began teaching at St. Petersburg University in
1835. In 1838, he defended his doctoral dissertation, became a Professor, and in 1848 was
elected a corresponding member of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences. In 1869, Koutorga
left St. Petersburg University and moved to Moscow, where he taught until 1874, after which he
continued his scientific activities on his estate (Frolov 1999, 161-163).

Koutorga devoted his major works to various issues of the Greek history of the archaic and
classical periods, many of which were published in French and German. This all made his name
known abroad.” References to M.S. Koutorga’s works can be found in the writings of many
Western scholars, including George Grote, who remarks in his “History of Greece” that
“Professor Koutorga of St. Petersburg has traced out and illustrated the fundamental analogy
between the social classification, in early times, of Greeks, Romans, Germans, and Russians”
(Grote 1852, 62). Grote recognises Koutorga’s contribution to the history of Attica; at the same
time, however, it seems to Grote that a number of generalisations on other issues in Koutorga’s
work “Essai sur I'organisation de la tribu dans I'antiquité” are based on unreliable sources.?

It should be noted that M.S. Koutorga opposed hypercriticism in research. So, according to
him, the latest writers “not only reached, but also exceeded the extreme limits of wisdom in
their so-called critical searches™;3 and further, “We think that the history of the ancient period

' See: Koutorga, M. Essai sur I'organisation de la tribu dans I'antiquité. Paris, Typ. de Firmin Didot fréres, 1839;
Koutorga, M. Beitrige zur Erklirung der vier éltesten attischen Phylen. Bulletin de la classe historico-philologique
de L’Academie des sciences de St. Petersbourg. VIIL. 1851, 87—96; Koutorga, M. Essai historique sur les
trapézites ou banquiers d’Athénes précédé d’une notice sur la distinction de la propriété chez les Athéniens. Paris,
1859; Koutorga, M. Mémoire sur le parti persan dans la Gréce ancienne et le procés de Thémistocle / par M. de
Koutorga. Paris : [s. n.], 1860; Koutorga, M. Recherches critiques sur I'Histoire de la Gréce pendant Ia période
des guerres Médiques. Paris, 1861; Koutorga, M. Examen de Ia dissertation de Richard Bentley sur I'authenticité
des lettres de Thémistocle. Paris, 1861.

2 Grote himself does not give reasons for his position, confining himself to the following words, “Respecting the
carly history of Attica, however, many of his positions are advanced upon very untrustworthy evidence” (Grote
1852, 62).

3 Rus: HE TOJBKO JIOCTHINIM, HO M HEpEelNUId KpallHHE Tpelesisl MYJPCTBOBaHUS B CBOMX TaK Ha3bIBAEMbIX
KPUTHYECKHUX Pa3bICKaHUSIX.



of Greece is not so unreliable as writers devoting themselves to its study now see it; that the
historians’ narratives contain truth, based not on oral tradition, but on genuine historical
monuments; that since ancient times, writing existed in Greece, and it provided historians with
the opportunity to acquire positive data; and that the examination of the most ancient events
confirms these propositions, but does not disprove them at all. We have not come to this
conclusion by means of abstract considerations and without developing any hidden thought, but
by the careful analysis of Hellenic historians, trying to find in their texts the meaning they
themselves conveyed, and explaining their testimony with similar phenomena from other
nations” (Koutorga 1894-1896, 19-20). *

Publications about Boiotia

We now turn to Koutorga’s research conducted in Greece, namely in Boiotia. Koutorga’s
scientific journey across Greece was carried out in 1860-1861. M.S. Koutorga presented the
results of his study of Boiotia and its border regions in two papers. The first one was written in
French and published in the journal “Revue archéologique” (Koutorga 1860, 390-395).
A.L. Walker and H. Goldman note that this publication by Koutorga was the first detailed
description of Halae (Walker, Goldman 1915, 423). As for the fact that Halae belongs to Locris
or Boeotia, the ancient authors tell us only the fact that, originally Locrian, it later became part
of Boiotia. Having compared the accounts of the ancient authors (Hom. Il. 2, 507-508; Strab.
9.2,14; 9.2,19; Paus. 9.23,7), the researchers suggest that Halae joined the Boiotian union at the
time of Epaminondas (Walker, Goldman 1915, 420-421).

However, if this French-language article by Koutorga was known to the European reader,
the Russian-language work “Plataiai: an Excerpt from a Journey through Greece”, published in
the “Russkiy Vestnik” journal edited by M. Katkov, remained unknown outside Russia.
Meanwhile, this is a very thorough work, which was perhaps in advance of its time. Let us make
an attempt to understand what M.S. Koutorga described and trace whether he was right or
wrong in his conclusions.

On the first pages of his work, Koutorga pays tribute to the travellers and scholars who
visited and described Greece, or conducted research in this country before him: “In the last
thirty years, Greece has been filled with travelers from all countries of Western Europe, even
America, who wanted to put their multifaceted research to an on-site test. I was one of them,
one of the very few Russians who had spent a long time in Greece with a scientific purpose and
tried get to know her in every detail” (Koutorga 1874, 440).5 Further, Koutorga remarks that
even before travelling around Greece, he published several works about the period of the
Greco-Persian wars and, therefore, in Greece, he tried to study the topography of Plataiai,
Thermopylae and Marathon, and the description of Plataiai is the first excerpt from his journey
(Koutorga 1874, 442 ).

4 Rus: MBI 1yMaeM, 4TO UCTOPHs JpEBHENIIEro epuoa I'peuu He B TaKOH CTEIEHU HEJIOCTOBEPHA, KaK CMOTPSAT
Ha Hee Teleps MUCaTeNd, MOCBAIIAoNIe ce0s ee M3yUeHHIO; UTO B MOBECTBOBAHHUSIX MCTOPUKOB COAEPIKUTCS
HUCTUHA, OCHOBaHHas HE Ha W3YCTHOM IpPEJaHHMM, a Ha IOJUIMHHBIX MCTOPUYECKUX IaMITHHKaX; 4TO C
JPEBHEHININX BPEMEH CyIIECTBOBajlla B I'pelMHd NHCBMEHHOCTb, JOCTAaBUBIIAs HCTOPUKAM BO3MOMKHOCTb
IpUOOPECTs IOJIOKUTENbHBIE IaHHBIE; U UYTO PAacCMOTPEHHE JPEBHEHIINX COOBITHH IMOATBEPHKAACT ITH
MOJIOXKEHUS, HUCKOJIBKO UX HE OMpoBepras. Mel JOLUIN A0 3TOTO MHEHUS HE ITyTeM OTBIECUCHHBIX COOOpakeHUil
U He pa3BUBas KaKylO-THOO 3aTa€HHYIO MbICIb, a BHUMAaTEIbHEIM Pa300pOM JIUIMHCKUX HUCTOPUKOB, CTapasicCh
OTBICKaTb B MX M3BECTUSAX TOT MMEHHO CMBICH, KOTOPBIA OHU CaMU pPa3yMeENH, U Pa3bsiACHSAS UX IHOKa3aHHUs
OJOOHBIMH K€ SIBICHUSMH y JPYTUX HapOIOB.

5 Rus: I'penids HallOJHWIIACH, B IOCIEAHUE TPUALATS JIET, IyTEIIECTBEHHUKaMU U3 BCEX CTpaH 3amaJHoi EBporsl,
Jake AMEpHKH, XKeJlaBIIUMH TOBEPUTh Ha MECTe CBOM MHOTOCTOPOHHHE pa3bickaHus. K unciy ux nmpuHaaIexan
U s, OUH U3 BecbMa HEMHOTUX Pycckux mpoOsIBIINI NMPOJOKUTENBHOE BpeMs B ['peliiu ¢ yUEHOIO IENbI0 U
CTapaBIIHiics y3HaTb €€ B HOAPOOHOCTH.



Leaving Athens for Plataiai for the first time, Koutorga was sure that to achieve his goal (to
study the course of the battle in situ), he would only have to apply Herodotus to the current
state of the terrain, which seemed to have already been well studied (first of all by Stanhope
(Stanhope 1835) and Leake (Leake 1835, 323-367)). However, as the author notes, it turned
out that the topography of Plataiai “has not yet reached the degree of certainty desirable for
such a famous area” (Koutorga 1874, 443).° Moreover, Koutorga stresses that Herodotus
describes the terrain in detail and, if Leake and Stanhope failed to find the most important
subject — the so-called Island — it does not mean that Herodotus used this expression
incorrectly, “One can’t help but think that they themselves were mistaken and that it is
necessary to re-examine the topography of this part of the Viotia. The Island still exists today,
and all the places mentioned by Herodotus can be found exactly where he indicates them”
(Koutorga 1874, 444).7

Passes through Kithairon

On pages 445-446, Koutorga speaks of passes through Kithairon, and his information is very
accurate. The researcher mentions two passes. The first is Kaza (the Kaza pass), through
Eleutherai, which connects Plataiai with Eleusis. Koutorga notes that it is suitable for a large
army, and Herodotus (9.39) mentions that the Athenians call it Oak Heads (Dryoskephalai),
and the Thebans call it the Three Heads (Treiskephalai). This is confirmed by Thucydides
(3.24), who “says that the road through Kithairon and Oak Heads led from Plataiai to Athens.”
Using visual observation, Koutorga explains the name Three Heads, since “the mountain in
which the road runs looks as if it were covered by three peaks, if you look from the village
Kriekouti.”® Koutorga believes that it was through this pass that the Greek army moved with
their large supply transport before the battle of Plataiai.?

Some of the later researchers share Koutorga’s view that it was precisely this pass through
Kithairon that bore the name Dryoskephalai in antiquity. For example, Ober shares
Edmonson’s™ view that the Kaza pass is Dryoskephalai and “the Eleutherai road was probably
used to supply the Greek troops before the battle of Plataca” (Ober 1985, 119-120). The
second pass, mentioned by Koutorga, “is steep and difficult, it goes from Megara through the
village of Villia, to Kriekouti” (Koutorga 1874, 446)."* Koutorga probably mentions a pass later
known as the Hammond’s Road pass, although a variant of the Lestori Road pass is not
excluded. On the one hand, Lestori Road just comes from the village of Villia, but on the other
hand, the path along Hammond’s Road is closer to Megara. It is difficult to decide which road
Koutorga has in mind because Lestori Road also merges with Hammond’s Road and emerges

6 Rus: elle He IOCTHUIJIa TOH OMpPENENEeHHOCTH KOTOPYIO KeJIaTelbsHO MPHOOpecTs AN CTONb 3HAMEHHUTOI
MecTHOCTH. Our own research of this area conducted in 2006 and 2015, then published in 2017 (Mozhajsky 2017a,
33-50), show that the controversial issues of the battle of Plataiai remain to this day.

7 Rus: HEBOJbHO POKAACTCA MBICIb, YTO OHM CaMH OIIMONUCH U YTO HEOOXOOHMO BHOBb HCCIIEHOBATh
Tonorpaduio 3Toi yactu BuoTun. OcCTpoB CyIIecTByeT IOHbIHE, M BCE MeECTa, yINOMUHaeMble ['epomgoToM
OTBICKHBAIOTCS MIMEHHO TaM I'/i¢ OH UX yKa3bIBacT.

8 Rus: Topa B KOTOpOH IIpoOJeraeT 10pora MpeACTaBIsIeTCs, CO CTOPOHBI JepeBHU KpHUIKyTH, HOKPHITOIO TpeMs
BepmrHaMu. Koutorga notes that Leake and all subsequent researchers spell this name Kriekouki, but he always
heard Kriekouti and it was the priest of the church of St. Constantine who spelled this name to him (Koutorga
1874, 446). The current name of this settlement — Erythrai.

9 Our study with detailed reasoning shares this position of Koutorga in that the Kaza pass had to be the main road
used by the Greek army before the battle of Plataiai. See: Mozhajsky 2017a, 35-37.

1o Ober cites the unpublished Ph.D dissertation of Edmonson, C., The Topography of Northwest Attica, University
of California at Berkeley, 1966, pp. 105-109.

1t Rus: KpyTo#i u TpyaHbiil uaet u3 Merapsol (Megara), uepe3 aepesHio Bus, B KpuskyTu.



from the Boiotian side of Kithairon just west of Kriekouki. Note that the researchers Burn and
Pritchett argue that Dryoskephalai was the pass on Hammond’s Road.™

On pages 446-448, Koutorga describes a road that connected Plataiai and Aegosthena in
antiquity. Here, Koutorga makes an interesting observation pointing out that, indeed, all along
this road “there is not the slightest trace of those artificial mountain Hellenic roads whose
remains are preserved in many places in Greece and, by the way, at the Phyle fortress, in Attica,
not far from Viotia borders and the ruins of Plataiai” (Koutorga 1874, 447)."® What Koutorga
means by “artificial” Hellenic mountain roads is clear from the beginning of his work, where he
mentions that ancient Greeks “overcame their mountains, arranging artificial roads everywhere
and laid wheel-ruts in the rock, which are visible even now in several places, a prototype of
modern railways” (Koutorga 1874, 441)." Thus, Koutorga records the traces of such a road
near Phyle long before Wrede’s reports (Wrede 1924, 157-161; Wrede 1934, 31; Ober 1985,
185).

Despite the fact that Koutorga did not find any traces of the artificial road connecting
Plataiai and Aegosthena, on the basis of ancient authors, in particular Pausanias (9.3,7), who
states that a carriage could travel along Kithairon from the Asopos river to the top of the
mount, the Russian researcher concludes that there was originally an artificial road here as well.

Location of Sphragidion

The second interesting remark Koutorga made is about the place where the monastery of
Agia Trias stood, at the foot of Elatia, the main peak of Kithairon. Here, it occurred to
Koutorga that the monastery of the Holy Trinity probably occupied the site of some ancient
sanctuary. He believed that from Pausanias and Plutarch’s texts (Plut. Arist. 11), it can be
concluded that there used to be a sanctuary called Sphragidion (Zppayidiov). Here, in the
cave of the nymph Sphragitides there was an oracle, and Plataiai’s citizens used to perform
solemn processions to this place.’ Pausanias (9.3,9) indicates that the sacred images were
transported from the Asopos River to the very top of Kithairon and then descended to
Sphragidion by only 15 stadia, which amounts to about 2670 m. According to Koutorga, “all
this perfectly agrees with the location of the monastery of the Holy Trinity: both the distance
from the top of Kithairon and the caves occupied by the monks, and finally even the fact that
the square where the monastery stands is the only flat place in all of Kithairon where pilgrims
could gather and make sacrifices”*® (Koutorga 1874, 448). Koutorga also remarks that if Leake
and Stanhope had travelled the same way, they would have come to the same conclusion.

2 Burn 1977, 96-97; Pritchett 1957, 20-21; 1965, 120; 1980, 190-191. This route was described by Hammond
(1954, pp- 103-122). The end of this road lies to the north of the Villia valley and the road was carriageable from
the Parasopia to the Villia valley in Attika.

13 Rus: HET HU MaJIeHIIero cieaa TeX HCKYCCTBEHHbBIX TOPHBIX AJIIMHCKHUX JOPOT KOTOPBIX OCTaTKU COXPaHHINCh
BO MHOTHX MecTax I'penuu m Mexay npoyuM y kpenoctd ®Puibl, B ATTHKE, HElaleKo OT rpaHul] Buotum n
camux Ilnareiickux pa3BanuH.

4 Rus: 0JI0JIENIM CBOM T'OPbI, YCTPOUB IIOBCIOJIy MCKYCCTBEHHbIEC JOPOTH M IIPOJIOXKHMB B KaMHSX €I U Telepb
3aMeTHbIE B HECKOJILKMX MECTaX KOJICH, TIPOTOTHII JKEeJIE3HBIX JIOPOT HAIllero BPEMEHH.

5 Koutorga speaks about the cave of the nymph Sphragitides in the singular, whereas most modern authors,
following Plutarch and Pausanias (Paus. 9.3,9 — mévTe TTou pdAloTa kai déka UmokaTtaBdvTi oTadious vuppddv
¢oTwv &Gutpov KiBaipwvidawv), speak of the sanctuary of the Kithaironides nymphs in the plural. On the features
of the cult of the Kithaironides nymphs, see Pache 2011, 43; Larson 2001, 19-20; Schachter 1986, 185-186.

16 Rus: BCE€ 9TO MPEBOCXOJHO COTIACYETCsl ¢ MECTOMONOXeHHeM MOHacToipsd CB. Tpoulsl: U paccTOSHHE OT
BepunHbl Kudepona, u memeps! 3aHsThie MOHaXaMM, M HaKOHEI JlaKe TO O0OCTOSATENCTBO, YTO ILIOIIANb T
CTOUT MOHACTHIPb €CTh EJUHCTBEHHOE Ha BceM KugepoHe poBHOe MecTO, I/ie MOTJIM COOMPATHCS OOTOMOJIBIBI U
COBEpLIATH )KEPTBONPUHOILICHUSI.



If we take into account the fact that the researchers of whom we know did not suggest any
clear location of Sphragidion, Koutorga’s assumption is, in our opinion, very important. We will
turther provide an extensive quotation about this road and the monastery:

“The Aegosthena path starts at the western end of the village of Kokkla, where the road from the
village of Kaparelli adjoins it, and winding along a very steep, sometimes dangerous, mountain slope,
comes to a small, but flat area. There, in a wild location, at the foot of Elatius, the main peak of
Kithairon, stands a very small and equally poor monastery of the Holy Trinity (Ayia Tpias). The
few monks living in the Trinity greeted me with calm politeness, like people not used to foreign
visitors. But when the guide told them that I was an Orthodox Russian, or as the Greeks say, ‘Russo
Christiano’, they suddenly changed, welcomed me with utmost sincere, although a little patriarchal
cordiality and even invited inside their dwellings.

Looking at this rocky and deserted place, surrounded by mountains and devoid of any vegetation,
seeing the monastery not only without buildings, but almost without any kind of structures, since the
monks’ cells are mountain caves, I was struck by the self-sacrifice of hermits who had settled in such
terrible solitude” (Koutorga 1874 , 447).7

This monastery exists nowadays in the same place and is called Movij Ayias Tpi&ddos
TTAataicov. It is located about four kilometers along the road from modern Plataca (Kokkla at
the time of Koutorga) at an altitude of 580 meters above sea level. In our opinion, the modern
road connecting Plataea and the monastery roughly repeats Koutorga’s route. However, there
is another interesting thing. Indeed, Google Earth Pro shows that the distance between the top
of Kithairon, where the church of Prophet Eljah is located, and the monastery amounts to
2,660 meters, which is absolutely consistent with Pausanias and the distance measured by
Koutorga. Considering these data and Koutorga’s testimony about the caves in which monks
lived at his time, the site occupied by the monastery becomes the most likely candidate for the
location of Sphragidion. We can add other arguments in favour of this identification. In this
respect, the research in the framework of the German school of historical geography of the
ancient world or “antike Landeskunde” is indicative. Ruschenbusch studied the geographical
and demographic characteristics of 700-800 poleis in the Aegean region of the classical period.
His research showed that 80% of the poleis under study had a maximum area of 100 km?, and
the number of their male citizens was about 800 (Ruschenbush 1985; 1991). Thus, a “chora”
or territory of 100 km? maximal is equivalent to a radial territory of 5-6 km (Bintliff 1999, 43;
Bintliff 2012, 215-218). Using GIS and available archaeological data, Farinetti stated that along
the foothills of Kithairon there would have been at least two other settlements to the east of
Plataiai (ancient Hysiai and ancient Erythrai, according to historical sources, which could be
represented by the archaeological evidence at modern Erythrai and Daphni) (Farinetti 2001,
189-190; Mozhajsky 2017, 38-39). However, to the west of Plataiai, the location of the
monastery of the Holy Trinity ideally fits into the site of precisely this polis. We believe that this
place requires further study in order to fix the possible location of ceramic material and carry
out a geological examination. However, these studies may not have the desired effect, because,
as we managed to find out, the extensive construction work that took place during the 20th
century, especially after the devastating earthquake of 1981, has significantly altered its original
terrain. ' According to the information from the website of the Thebes and Livadeia

7 Rus: OroceHckass TPOIMUHKa HauMHAeTCs y 3allafiHOM OKOHEYHOCTH JepeBHU Kokkai, rae k Hel mpHUMBbIKaeT
Jopora u3 nepeBHU Kamapeiiu, # MOCTOSHHO MOJbIMAsACh 110 BECbMa KPyTOMY, HHOT/Ia OITaCHOMY, CKJIOHY TOPBIL,
JIOXOAMUT 70 HEOOJBIION, HO POBHOM, IUIOIIA N, Ha KOTOPOH, B AUKOM MECTOIMOJOXEHHUH, y MOAOUIBE DJIaTUH,
rinaBHO# BepinHsl KudepoHa, CTOUT BecbMa Malblif U CTOJb ke OemHbiii MOHacThIpy CBsiToit Tpouust (Ayia
Tpias). He mHOTHE MOHaXH, )uBYIIHe B TpouULe, BCTPETHIN MEHSI CO CIIOKOHHOI BEXKJIMBOCTHIO, KaK JIFOAU HE
IPUBBIKINUE K MHO3EMHBIM IoceTurensM. Ho korma mpoBOAHMK CKa3zaJl MM 4YTO IE€pe] HUMH IPaBOCIAaBHBII
Pycckuii, unu kak rosopsar I'pexu, Pycco Xpucruano, T0 OHM BAPYT U3MEHMIIUCH, MIPUHSUIA MEHS C CaMbIM
UCKPEHHUM, XOTs HECKOJIbKO MaTpHapXallbHbIM paJylINeM U BBEIU AaXKe BHYTpPh CBOUX >Xunuil. CMOTpS Ha 3Ty
KaMEHUCTYI0 U IIyCTHBIHHYI) MECTHOCTb, OKPY>KE€HHYIO I'OpaMH U JHIICHHYK BCSKOH PaCTUTENBbHOCTH, BUAS
MOHACTHIPb HE TOJBKO 0€3 3/MaHuif, HO MOUYTH 0e3 MOCTPOEK, TaK KaK MOHAIIECKHUMH KENbsIMU CIyXaT TOPHBIE
HeIepsl, s ObUT IOPakeH CaMOIIOKEPTBOBAHUEM OTIIECILHUKOB, TOCETUBIIUXCSA B TAKOM YXKaCHOM yEHHEHUHN

8 www.imtl.gr/?page_id=21502




Metropolitan, its history has been scarcely studied until today, but its founding dates back to
Byzantine times. Information about the monastery's history during the post-Byzantine period is
limited. During the 20th century a new nunnery was set up to meet the needs of a new
katholikon and other auxiliary buildings inside an enlarged enclosure. Given the limited
information about this place in the 19th century, Koutorga’s story can also be regarded as
previously unknown in the Western world description of the monastery.

Modern maps do not show the road from the monastery to the top of Kithairon — Elatia (or
the Prophet Elijah — TTpogritns HAias), but this road definitely existed because at the very top,
at 1297 m, there is a post-Byzantine church of Prophet Elijah, which existed at the time of
Koutorga. There should have been some communication between this church and the
monastery in the middle of the 19th century. One can walk from the monastery to the church of
St. Elijah now, as modern tourist routes show.” Thus, Koutorga’s route from Plataiai to the
monastery and even to the top of Kithairon is understandable, but it is difficult to provide the
exact identification of Koutorga’s route from the top of Kithairon to Aegosthena. Koutorga
reports that “a mountain path that goes to the very top of the main ridge and then goes down to
the Halcyone Sea, as the ancients called the eastern part of the Gulf of Corinth. This road once
connected Plataiai with Aegosthena (now Germano), and in ancient times it was undoubtedly
more convenient and better arranged than now” (Koutorga 1874, 446-447).2° The only safe
guess is that the road from Plataiai to the top of Kithairon — Elatia through the place occupied
by the Holy Trinity Monastery is an ancient one. Koutorga himself emphasises that according to
Pausanias (9.3,7), from the river Asopus to the very top of Kithairon, a solemn procession was
moving with carriages (tas auaEas). The Greek history researchers of the second half of the
19th century could have been interested in the following remark made by Koutorga, as
mentioned above: as soon as the Greek monks learned that Koutorga was an Orthodox Russian,
they changed their attitude towards him for the better, and even showed him their dwellings.
Not only was Orthodoxy a key factor in the attitude of the monks towards Koutorga. Russia
played a significant role in the liberation of the Greeks from Ottoman rule. Among the monks
there were apparently men contemporary with the Battle of Navarino in 1827 and the
subsequent events that lead to the liberation (Mozhajsky 2017b). Since 1769-1774, when the
First Archipelago (Morea) expedition of the Russian fleet to the shores of Mainland Greece
took place, the Greeks had regarded Russians as liberators. This attitude can be traced in
traditional Greek songs and ballads of the late 18th to the first half of the 19th centuries, such as
the ballad “The Death of Yioryiaki and Pharmaces”, where we find the following lyrics, “The
Moscovite perhaps will march to save us ere it fall”,*" or in the earlier song “Ba épbel o
MdokoBos” (“Moskovos will come”) (Alexiou 2002, 284).>> Thus, Eastern Orthodoxy and the
tradition of Greek monks looking favourably on Russia and Russians, together with the previous
historical events, allowed Koutorga to explore the monastery with its caves in detail and relate
the place to ancient Sphragidion.

The Sanctuary of Demeter

Further, Koutorga briefly refers to the west of the Plataiai region, where “between mounts
Kithairon and Kotroni lies a beautiful low valley, curving slightly further south and extending

19 http://www.topoguide.gr/mountains/attiki/advs_kitheronas/kitheronas_churches.php

20 Rus: TopHas TpPONMHKa, KOTOpas BOCXOJUT Ha CaMblii BepX IJIaBHOI'O KpsbKa M CITyCKaeTcs IMOTOM K
AnkuoHUIICKOMY MOpIO, KaK IpeBHUE Ha3bIBAJIM BOCTOUHYIO YacTs KopuHdcekoro 3amuBa. JTa Jopora coeAnHsIa
uekorga [lnamu ¢ Drocdenamu (HpiHe T'epmano), u 6e3 COMHEHUs Oblla B IPEBHOCTH Gojiee ya00Ha U JydIie
yCTpO€Ha 4eM TEeIeps.

2t The songs of Greece, from the Romaic text, edited by M. C. Fauriel, with additions. Translated into English
verse, by Charles Brinsley Sheridan. London, 1825. - P. g2.

2> ] first learnt about this song from Ephor Emeritus of Boeotian Antiquities Dr. Vassilis Aravantinos.




almost to the Gulf of Corinth” (Koutorga 1874, 449). The Russian traveller notes that during
his stay here in June, the river Oeroe, which irrigates this valley, was filled with water, and there
is a good road from Kokkla to Kaparelli across the river and the valley. According to Koutorga,
this road existed in antiquity and linked Plataiai with Lefktra and Thespiae.

On pages 449-451, Koutorga provides a geographical description of Plataiai. The most
valuable information, in our opinion, is that Koutorga mentions a hill, called Lapotripa in his
time, where he saw the remains of an ancient Greek temple. Before its northern slope, on a flat
“plateau apparently arranged by hand, the remains of an ancient Greek temple, in which a small
Christian church was later built and which is now also destroyed, are preserved” (Koutorga
1874, 450). Further, the author continues the story, saying that “the ruins, now called Sesina
Lapotripa, consist of a foundation and part of the wall, around which a large number of four-
sided stones of Hellenic work are scattered.”? After these lines, Koutorga says that he hopes to
prove that Lapotripa was the ancient Argiopion area (Apy16mios x&pos) (Hdt.9.57), and the
ruins he saw are the remains of the famous Temple of Eleusinian Demeter, “near the sacred
enclosure of which, Hellas was saved” (Koutorga 1874, 451).%°

Let us attempt to locate the Lapotripa hill mentioned by Koutorga. To do this, we will make
use of the French Carte de la Gréce of 1852, published 8 years before Koutorga’s journey. It
holds the hamlet of Alepotrapi, located slightly to the northeast of Kriekouki. The name is very
similar to Koutorga’s Lapotripa. Besides, on the French map, near Alepotrapi there are ruins of
a temple (see Fig. 1). We believe that it was these that Koutorga took to be the remains of the
Temple of Eleusinian Demeter. According to Koutorga, “Lapotripa lies to the east of the
Island, in the direction of Rech’, washed by a river at its foot, and still preserves the remains of
an ancient temple on its top, which is apparently part of the Temple of Eleusinian Demeter”
(Koutorga 1874, 464).”” The most important point is that Koutorga distinguishes the ancient
Greek remains from the small ruined Christian church, which had been built at the same place.
Accordingly, he definitely saw ancient remains there, and not just a destroyed Byzantine
church.?® I should say that, for all we know, this place has not yet been proposed as a potential
location of the Temple of Demeter by the other authors. The proposed locations include: near
the foundation of a large Byzantine church about a six mile walk east of the Vergutiani spring,
southeast of Plataiai (Hunt 1890, 467-469); the site of the church of Agios Demetrios (Grundy
1894, 33-35; 1901, 496); near Kriekouki (Pritchett 1957, 27-28; Wallace 1985, 97-99 though
different from Pritchett).

23 Rus: mexay ropamu Kucdeponom u KoTpoHu, NeXHUT NpekpacHas HH3MEHHas OJHHaA, WM3THOaroImascs
HECKOJIbKO JlaJiee Ha 10T U IpocTupatomasics noutu 10 Kopundgcekoro 3amusa.

** Rus: 04eBHIHO HCKYCCTBEHHO YCTPOEHHOI IIIONIAIH, COXPAHMIHCH OCTATKH IPEBHETO IPEYecKOro Xpama, B
KOTOPOM B IOCIIEACTBUH 3aJI0XkKeHa ObLIa MaJleHbKasi XpUCTHAHCKas LIEPKOBb, TETIePh TaKXkKe pa3pylIeHHas.

* Rus: pa3Baiunbl, HazbiBaeMbie Teneps Cecuna JIamoTpuia, COCTOAT U3 (hYHIAMEHTA M YACTH CTEHBI, BOKPYT
KOTOPBIX JIEXKHUT Pa30pOCaHHO OOJIBIIOE YUCIO YETHIPEXTPAHHBIX KaMHEH 3JUIMHCKOH PabOTHI.

2% Rus: GI1H3 CBANIEHHOM Orpajibl KOETO COBEPIIMIOCH CIACEHHE DIIaIbl.

*" Rus: JlanoTpuna nexuT Ha BOCTOK 0T OCTpOBa, B HANPABICHUH K Peun, OMBIBAETCS Y MOIOIIBEI PEUKOI0, H
COXpaHSeT ellle U Telepb Ha CBOeH BepIIMHE OCTAaTKH JPEBHET0 XpaMa, KOTOpbIe OUEBUIHO MPUHAIIEKAT XpaMy
Onescunckoii emerpsl. The location of the Island in the interpretation of Koutorga, as well as the Rech’ spring
will be discussed below.

*¥ Koutorga had a clear idea of the various styles of ancient Greek masonry. This can be seen not only from the
description of Plataiai, but also from his French-language article, where Koutorga describes the ruins of the
southern side of Halae and says that “Le mur, dont ’appareil rappelle ceux de Larymne et de Messéne, est
construit en pierres carrées; il se termine de chaque c6té par une tour ronde” (Koutorga 1860, 393).
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Figure 1: Fragment of Carte de la Grece (1852).

On pages 451-452, M.S. Koutorga speaks of the condition of Plataiai in antiquity in relation
to water resources. Koutorga notes that in ancient times there should have been much more
water in this region than during his stay, since the battle took place in the driest season, but
there was enough water for the army of one hundred thousand warriors. Now, Koutorga notes,
there would be hardly enough water even for half this number. The Russian explorer saw only
the rivers of Asopos and Oeroe (and Koutorga calls them “streams”). Koutorga accounts for
the fact that Leake and Stanhope placed many creeks and streams flowing into the Asopos and
Oeroe, as well as the flow of the Oeroe through Kithairon on their maps, because these
travellers visited the area in late autumn and winter. Pages 453-455 of Koutorga’s work are
devoted to the Asopos river and provide an interpretation of the location of the river close to the
findings of modern explorers.

The Gargaphia Spring

Further on pages 455-469, the issue of the location of the Gargaphia spring, mentioned by
Herodotus (Hdt. 9.49; Paus. 9.4,2), is discussed. Koutorga is convinced that the ancient
Gargaphia is the Rech’ — in his day the most water-abundant of all the Plataian springs.
Koutorga describes his location as follows, “We have already mentioned that the southern or
Plataiai bank of the Asopos is elevated; it goes along the river like a terrace constituting the
extreme point of Kithairon. Under its steep slope, in the northeastern corner of the area of
Plataiai, directly north of the Kriekouti village, in the hilly part of the area, or at Herodotus’
Foothills, is the spring, now called Rech’, which is the deepest of all the springs in the district of
Plataiai.” (Koutorga 1874, 455).

29 Rus: Ml yiKe CKa3alid, 9TO 10KHbIH uin [lnaTaiickuil 6eper Acorma BO3BBILIEH; OH COMPOBOXKIAET PEKY B BHUIIE
Teppacsl, COCTaBISIOLIEH KpaiiHIOIO OokoHedHOcTsr Kudepona. Ilog ero KpyTeiM CKIOHOM, B CaMOM CEBEPO-
BOCTOYHOM yrury IlmaTaupipl, mpsMo Ha ceBep OT JAcpeBHH KpHIKYTH B XOJMHCTOW YacTH OOJIaCTH HIIH
[Ipearopun T'eponoTa, HaxXOAUTCS KIIOY, Ha3biBaeMbli HbeiHE Peus, caMplii M300MIBHBIA M3 BCEX KITIOYEH
IInarsiickoro okpyra.



Koutorga’s text provides a few clues to the location of this spring: “Herodotus says that the
Greek army entered Plataiai and pitched camp in the Foothills, and later, having received orders
to occupy the Island, headed from there to the Plain; since the Spartans, being in the Foothills,
were near the Gargaphia spring and the sacred enclosure of Androkrates, both the spring and
the enclosure were also located in the hilly, or eastern part of the northern strip of Plataiai, that
is, to the east of Lapotripa. The position of the Rech’ spring is in excellent agreement with both
the locality described by the historian and all other details described by him” (Koutorga 1874,
457).%° And further, “Turning to our topographical question, it is impossible not to be surprised
at the accuracy with which Herodotus is able to outline the terrain in just a few words. The
Gargaphia, according to his description, flowed out on flat ground, between low hills; indeed,
the Rech’ spring is located on a flat, rather wide place, in a kind of valley, between the hills of
Kithairon; before it, to the north there is a steep, but not high, slope of the river terrace, behind
it to the south, there is a row of hills, gradually rising to the village of Kriekouti” (Koutorga

1874, 458).3"

Stanhope, Goettling (Goettling 1851, 136) and Leake do not provide the contemporary
names of the springs they identify with the ancient Gargaphia, and it is impossible to determine
what locality they have in mind. In this respect, Koutorga’s study is particularly interesting,
since he does give the name of the contemporary spring, the Rech’. As for the name Rech’ itself,
Koutorga explains that this “is not a Greek name, but a Slavic one; it generally means streaming
water or a river, and serves as a testimony to the presence of the Slavs in this area” (Koutorga
1874, 458).3* The description of the appearance of the spring is as follows, “Rech’ is lined with
squared, perfectly worked stones of Greek fabric; to the southeast, quite close to it, there still lie
many similar stones, the only trace of an ancient building. We believe them to belong to the
temple of Androkrates, which judging by Herodotus’ mentioning, stood at the very spring of
Gargaphia” (Koutorga 1974, 458-459).3% Based on this description, this is likely the same spring
that is mentioned by Leake, since he mentions, “The last <Asopos> has its origin in a fountain
which I examined on my former visit, and found even in that dry season as well supplied with
water as the Vergutiani. It is encased, like that source, in an artificial basin covered with squared
stones of ancient fabric” (Leake 1835, 332-333; cf. Pritchett 1982, 95). However, this cannot be
asserted with certainty, and Koutorga’s evidence appears more detailed and preferable.

The Island

Pages 460-463 of Koutorga’s study are devoted to the location of the “Island”, mentioned by
Herodotus, where the Greek troops moved over to from Gargaphia. Since this is a key point in
Koutorga’s study, we will provide an extensive fragment:

30 Rus: ['epo10T TOBOPUT, YTO 3JUIMHCKOE BOMCKO, BcTynuB B [Inarauay, pacnonoxunocs craHoM B IIpenropuu, u
4TO MOTOM, NOJTyYUB MpUKa3aHUe 3aHATs OCTPOB, HalPaBIIIOCH OT-Tya B PaBHUHY; a Tak kak CrapTaHIsI, ObIB B
[pearopuu, crosiinu y kiroya ['apraduu U y CBSIIEHHOW Orpajisl AHJIPOKpara, TO CIeI0BaTelIbHO U 3TH KII0Y U
orpajia HaXOJIWJIMCh TaKXKe B XOJIMHUCTON, UJIM BOCTOYHON YacTu ceBepHOH nosoce [1naTaiickoit obmacTy, T.-e. Ha
BOCTOK OT JlanoTrpumsr. IlonoxeHue kitoya Pedn mpeBOCXOIHO COINIACYETCs KaK C MECTHOCTBIO OIUCBHIBAEMOMU
HUCTOPUKOM, TaK U CO BCEMU NMPOIUMHU COOOIIAaeMbIMU UM HOJPOOHOCTAMU.

31 Rus: Obpaasics K HalleMy TonorpaguieckoMy BOIpocy, Helb3sl He YAUBISATHCSA TOYHOCTH € KOTOPOoi 'eponoT
yMeeT B KPaTKHX CJIOBaX OYEPTUTHh MECTHOCTS. ['apradus, 1o ero omnvcaHuio, BoITEKala Ha pOBHOW 3eMJIe, MEXKIY
HU3MCEHHBIMH XOJIMaMH; JE€HCTBUTENBHO KIIIOY Peub HaXOIUTCSA Ha POBHOM, JOBOJBHO LIMPOKOM MECTE, B POAE
JIOJIMHBI, MeXAy npuropkamu KugepoHa; mpen Helo Ha ceBep KPyTOW, HO HE BBICOKHH CKJIOH NPUOPEKHOM
Teppacsl, 3a HEIO Ha 0T Psiji XOJIMOB, IIOCTETIEHHO BO3BHIAOIUXCA K AepeBHe KpuakyTu.

3 Rus: UMS HE Tpedeckoe, a CIaBIHCKOE; OHO O3HauaeT BOOOIIE TEKYL[YI0 BOJAY WM DPEUKYy, U CIYXKHUT
CBUJIECTENECTBOM O NpeOsiBaHUM CNaBsSH B 9TOI MECTHOCTH.

33 Rus: Peur 00s0)KeHa YeThIPEXTPaHHBIMU, NMPEKPACHO OOTECaHHBIMH KaMHSMH, 3JUIMHCKOW paboThl; Ha IOTO-
BOCTOK BeCbMa OJIM3KO OT Hee JIEKHT eIlle ¥ Telleps MHOTO MOJ00HbIX KaMHEH, €JTUHCTBEHHbIH OCTaTOK JPEBHETO
3MaHusA. Mbl OTHOCHM HX K XpaMy AHJIpOKpaTa, KOTOPbIH Cy[s Mo crnocoOy kak I'eponoT 00 HEM yHOMUHaerT,
CTOAN y caMOro Kiitoda I'aprapuu.
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“Directly to the west from the village of Kriekouti and to the south-east from the ruins of the city,
almost in the middle between this village and the ruins, but closer to the latter, there is a spring called
Vergutiani, from which a stream of the same name flows. Shortly after, the stream is lost in the ground
and disappears; but at the foot of Kithairon, at the beginning of the Plain, in a locality called
Konopijtsa, it appears again as a spring or, as they say now in Greece, kephalarion, KepaAdpiov. At
that very place, it divides into two arms, of which one, full of water, flows directly to the west, the
other, with little water and more grooving, flows first to the north, then turns to the west, finally merges
with the first one, not far from the place called Kolona. The space between these two arms of the river
is the one that was called the Island in ancient times. This place is surrounded by water on all sides, and
it really looks like an island on the solid ground; it lies right under the ruins of the city of Plataiai, and
the road from Plataiai to Thebes runs through it. It is down this road that periegetes Pausanias3* once
walked and the Plataiains besieged by the Lacedaecmonians3s escaped by night. As we have said, the
direction of this road could not change because it has only one end in the north, through the low valley
formed by the two terraces of the Plataiain region and irrigated by a nameless tributary of the Asopos
river. The present Island finally agrees with the ancient one in its distance from the spring of Rech’ or
Gargaphia: striving to measure this distance in an approximate fashion, I set off from the Thebes road
in Konopijtsa and arrived riding at a walking pace to the Rech’ in half an hour, which equals ten
Herodotus’ stadia <...>

The island now consists of three islets, of which the eastern and largest is called Konopijtsa, the
western one is Nisi, and the middle one is Tripotami; the first two are high and dry, the third one is
low. Tripotami has the shape of an irregular triangle, and there is a swampy, marshy place, impassable
even in the month of June; it was apparently formed later resulting from the negligence of the residents
and carelessness in the cultivation of the land, for there is no doubt that all three parts had once been
joined together and constituted a whole. This late disintegration accounts for the fact that only one of
the three islands lying together is called Nisi, Nnoti (derived from vnoiov), while the others have been
given different names. The word Nisi originally stood for the whole Island; later, when Tripotami was
formed and, because of that, Konopijtsa split from the whole, it was preserved only for the western
part <...>

Opposite Nisi and the southwestern corner of Tripotami, near the bank of the Oeroe, not long ago
there was a kephalarion which was abundant in water and flowed into the river, but has now dried up.
A priest from the church in Kokkla told me about it, and its former place was shown by one of my
guides, an old resident of this village. The Oeroe river does not have a common name now and is called
differently in different places, partly after the villages it flows through, namely: the Konopijtsa, the
Nisi, the Kolona, the Kaparelli, the Livadhostro.” (Koutorga 1874, 461-463).36

34 Paus. 9.4,3.
35 Thuc. 3.24.
36 Rus: IIpsMo Ha 3amaj oT AepeBHH KpuiKkyTu U Ha IOT0-BOCTOK OT pa3BaJIiH TOpojia, IOUTH B CEPEANHE MEXKIY
CeI0 JIEPEBHEI0 U pa3BaIMHaMHU, HO OMIDKE K TOCIEIHHMM, HaXOAMUTCS KIIOY BepryThsHH, U3 KOEro BBIXOAUT
pydeil, Ha3piBaeMblil Takxke cuM uMeHeM. [locie BecbMa KOPOTKOrO TEUEHHMs, pydeill TepsieTcs B 3eMile U
ucyezaer; HO y moaHoxwus Kudepona, mpu Hadane PaBHUHBI, B MECTHOCTH Ha3siBaeMoil Konomwiinero, oH
BBICTYIIa€T CHOBa B BHJC KJIIOYa WM, Kak TOBOPAT Temeps B 'pernu, kedanapus, Kepaldpiov, u, npu camom
BBIXOJIE, pa3ZesisieTcsl Ha JiBa pyKaBa, U3 KOUX OJIMH, MOJHBIA BOJOI0, HalpaBiseTcd NPsMO Ha 3amaf, APYTou,
€J[Ba CTpYsILUACS U 6oJiee MPOTaYNBAIOIINICS, UIET CHayalla Ha CEBEp, IOTOM IMOBOpAavYMBAaET Ha 3ara/], HaKOHeI]
CIMBaeTCs C MEPBBIM, HEaJIeKO 0T MecTHOCTH uMeHyeMmoil Kononnoro. IIpocTpaHCTBO 3aKiIf0daronieecs Mexmy
9TUMHU JBYMs pyKaBaMH PEUKH U €CTb TO CaMO€ KOTOPOe HOCHUIIO B APEBHOCTH Ha3zBaHHE OcTpoBa. DTO yuyacTOK
OKDY’)KEHHBIH CO BCEX CTOPOH BOJOIO, W TPEICTABIAIOIIUNACA NEHCTBUTENBHO KaK Obl OCTPOBOM Ha TBEPAOH
3eMJIE; OH JIEXKMT IPAMO IOJ pa3BalvHaMu ropoja Ilnatsil u uepes HEro MpPOXOMUT eHie U TENeph J0pora U3
IInatsii B @uBbL, 10 KOTOPOM LIeN Hekorjaa nupuuruT IlaBcaHuil u cnacanuch HOYbIO IlmaTAHIbEl OCaKICHHBIE
JlakeneMOoHsHaMH. HampaBneHue 3Toil JOpOrd HE MOIJIO, KaK Mbl YK€ TOBOPWIJIM, U3MEHUTHCA IIOTOMY YTO OHa
HMeeT Ha CeBepe OJMH TOJBbKO UCXOJ, Yepe3 HU3MEHHOCTs 00pa3yeMyro AByMs Teppacamu IlnaTaiickoi oOmacTu
U opollaeMyro 0e3bIMSHHBIM NPUTOKOM peku Acomna. HerHenrHuit OcTpoB COOTBETCTBYET, HaKOHEL, APEBHEMY U
CBOMM PacCTOSTHHEM OT Kiroda Peun wiu apraduu: xesas XOTs MPUOIHU3UTEIILHO OHOE U3MEPHUTh, 51 OTIPABIICS
oT @uBaHckoil noporu Ha KoHomuiiie u, exaB Imarom, npuOs1 Kk Peun upes monyaca, 4TO paBHSAETCS JECSATH
cragusaM ['eponora <...>

OCTpOB COCTOHMT Temeppr M3 TPEX OCTPOBKOB, W3 KOUX BOCTOYHBIH M caMblii OONBIIMKA Ha3bIBACTCS
Kononuiineto, 3anagusiit Hucu, cpennuil Tpumoramu; o6a NepBeIX BO3BBIIICHHE! H CyXH, MOCIEIHUI HalpOTUB,
HU3MEHHBIH. TpHUMOTaMH HMMEET BHJ HEMPaBWIGHOTO TPEYTOJbHUKA, W €CTh TOMKOE, OOJOTHCTOE MECTO,
HEIIPOXOJUMOE JaXKe B MIOHE MECSLE; OH OYEBUIHO IPOU30LIC] B IOCIEACTBUM OT HEPaJCHUS JKUTEIEH U
HeOpexHocTH B 00pabaThiBaHMU 3€MJIM; MO0 HET COMHEHHUS YTO BCE TPU YaCTH ObUIM MpEeXAe COCIUHEHBI U
COCTaBJISLIM 1[eJIoe. DTUM MO3JHUM paclaJeHUeM OOBSICHAETCS 0OCTOATENBCTBO YTO M3 TPEX BMECTE JIeKallux
OCTPOBKOB TOJILKO 0JiuH HOCUT Ha3BaHue Hucu, Nnol (mpoucxomsinee oT vnoiov), mpounm ke MpHUIaHbl Ipyrye
nmena. CrnoBo Hucu o3Hauamo mnepBoHauansHO Bech OCTpPOB; B IOCIEACTBUH XK€, KOrja 00pa3oBaloCh
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It should be noted that on his return, Koutorga shared the information about Nisi with
Professor Johann Christian Felix Bachr, who published Koutorga’s text about the island in a
volume on Herodotus (Herodoti Musae ed. Baehr. Lips. 1861. in 8. vol. IV, pag. 298).
Following Koutorga’s description, we tried to put the above-listed names on a modern map
(Fig.1). When an object had many names, then we first gave the ancient Greek name, then
Koutorga’s name, and then the name used by western researchers, e.g. Gargaphia, Rech’, Retsi.
The names of modern settlements are given in the following order: Koutorga’s version, the
western equivalent, the modern name, e.g. Kriekouti, Kriekouki, Erythrai. Note that a number
of names can be located more or less accurately. This includes the Rech’ spring, since Retsi is
found and located in Pritchett (Pritchett 1982, 94-95 Fig.4) and Wallace (Wallace 1982, 184-
186; 1985, 97,100). Vergutiani is also familiar to the researchers and is on Edmonson’s map
(Edmonson 1964, Fig. 1). The exact location for Konopijtsa, Tripotami and Nisi presents some
difficulty, but Koutorga’s description allows for some rough representation of their location.

Slavs in Boiotia

Koutorga also notes that the word Konopijtsa, as well as Rech’, is of Slavic origin and
denotes the place where they go to water horses.” Here it has to be noted that in the Valley of
the Muses, ancient Askra was later given the Slavic name of Zaratova, which happened
probably between the end of the 6th and 8th centuries. Thus, the local Greco-Roman
population of Boiotia at that time received a significant Slavic infusion. Professor Bintliff’s
publications show the continuity of the settlement in the Valley of the Muses from the time of
Hesiod to the Slavic Zaratova, Panagia in the 13th-17th centuries, and modern Askra (Bintliff
1996; 2000; 2006). There is practically no material evidence of the Slavic presence in Boiotia.
Among the 100,000 pottery fragments, included in the database of the Boiotian project, there is
only one fragment of Slavic ceramics (“Slavic ware”), found at the site of the ancient city of
Hyettos. However, a few places in the Peloponnese and Thessaly (such as Argos, Olympia,
Sparta, Messini, Tiryns, Isthmia, Corinth and Demetrias) provide some material that can be
associated with the Slavs. Nevertheless, in modern scholarship there is still discussion about
“Slavic ware”, regarding how all this pottery can be associated with the Slavic intervention in
Greece. Professor Vroom notes that the findings show that Slavic ware was used during the
Byzantine period, along with better quality material made on a potter’s wheel. This evidence has
led a number of researchers to conclude that the distribution and use of Slavic pottery in the
Peloponnese probably reflect a peaceful co-existence of the Slavs with the Greek-Roman
population rather than a forced intervention and Slavic occupation (Vroom 2004, 319). Against
this background, it appears strange at first glance that only one fragment associated with the
Slavs has been discovered in Boiotia. However, this is quite explicable. The mixed Slavic-Greek
peasant population could have occupied many places of the early Byzantine era in Boiotia, but
their pottery culture is generally unrecognised among numerous late Roman fragments (Bintliff

Tpunoramu u uepe3 To OTAENUIACH OT oOmero uenoro Konomuiinia, OHO yAep>Kaloch TONBKO JUIS 3allafHOM
4acTu <...>

IIporuB Hucu u roro-zamaguoro yria Tpunotamu, 6nu3 Gepera O3pou, HaxOIUICs €Ile HE OYEHb JaBHO
kedanapuif, koTopsiii ObUT M300MJIEH BOJOIO U BIMBAlCA B PEUKy, HO Temeps BbicoX. OO0 HeM TOBOPMJI MHE
CBSILIEHHUK LIepkBU B Kokkanax, a ObIBIIEEe €ro MECTO IMOKa3al OJUH U3 MOUX IPOBOAHHUKOB, CTaphlil IOCEIIHUH
3Toi mepeBHU. Pexa O3pos He uMeeT Teneps 00IIero UMEHH M Ha3bIBaeTCs B Pa3HBIX MECTaX Pa3IUYHO, YaCTbIO
0 JepeBHIM KOTOpbIE OHa IpoTekaeT; uMeHHo: KoHonuiina, Hucu, Kononna, Kanapennu, Jluagoctpo.
37 It should be noted that Koutorga cannot have mistaken similar sounding Greek names for Slavic, for he
accurately pointed out the Slavic roots of these two words. Despite the fact that in Boiotia there are no other
toponyms with these Slavic roots, they exist in other regions of Greece. Vasmer gives an example of Pétoavn (slav.
Ré&cane — river dwellers) in Thessaly, Petolavd in Epirus, Pétowa in Actolia-Acarnania (Vasmer 1941, 60, 75,
102). The toponym “Konopijtsa”, quoted by Koutorga, is derived from two Slavic words: konjs — “horse” and
pit’(pits) — “to drink”. Vasmer lists the following similar toponyms: Kowidkos in Phocis, Konidpn u Koviokds in
Thessaly, Kévioka in Actolia-Acarnania , Kévitoka in Epirus (in Ioannina), Thidva in Arcadia, which is possibly
derived from a cognate for pitb — pijans (drunk), etc. (Vasmer 1941, 37, 71, 92, 109, 116, 157).
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2012, 385). Slavic people came with their pottery, but quickly adopted the regional sub-Roman
tradition3®. It is possible that some quantity of “Slavic ware” was made in Boiotia after the
invasion of 6 BC, but it is difficult to detect it from amongst the abundance of pottery items from
other periods. The toponymy of Boiotia speaks of the powerful presence of Slavs in the region,
although there are fewer Slavic toponyms compared to other regions including neighboring
Phocis. Vasmer revealed 22 names for Boiotia (Vasmer 1941, 118-120). Trombley rightly
believes that this list is incomplete, and it can be extended with some toponyms and even family
names from Cadaster of Thebes (c. 1050-1100 A.D.) (Trombley 2000, 998-999; 1006-1007).

Though the Slavic language, the names of villages and persons had become increasingly
Hellenised since the 8" century, even in the Ottoman archives from the 15" to 17" centuries
Slavic toponyms for the Boiotian settlements can be found. Professor Bintliff links the toponym
Harmena (a settlement close to the ancient city of Haliartos) with the Slavs (since Harmena is
probably an early Slavonic name denoting church) (Bintliff 2000, 145). It seems that Harmena
was abandoned in the 17th century, and its Greek-Slavic population moved to another village
Mavrommati Harmena (1 km south), which, in turn, was also abandoned in the 19" century,
when the population merged with the Albanians in the village of Mavrommati (Yorgi). Among
the Boiotian villages which appear in the Ottoman records there are other Slavic toponyms. For
example, the village of Dobrena, which was located in the south-west of Boiotia close to
Parasopia. The root “dobr” is Slavic, “dobro™ means “good”, “kind”. Despite the fact that this
village is listed in the Turkish archives as Albanian, its name is Slavic and reflects the earlier
history of this place.

Koutorga’s information about the Slavic toponyms Rech’ and Konopijtsa reveals to us the
hidden landscape of the Slavic names that were still used by the population of Parasopia. If the
Slavic names of some villages were known to researchers, the underlying layer of the names of
streams, springs, and hills remains practically unknown. Here we see that the population of
Kokkla and Kriekouki in the middle of the 19™ century used the old Slavic names for the terrain
dating back to the early Byzantine period. This is despite the fact that, according to Koutorga,
“the current inhabitants of both villages, Kriekouti and Kokkla, are of Albanian descent and
very few of them understand Greek”3 (Koutorga 1874, 467). The second important point is
that since the Slavic names for the spring and the minor terrain features remained here, there
should have also been a village of the early Byzantine time which preceded Kokkla and
Kriekouki. Some researchers believe that there is no written evidence for the existence of a
settlement on the site of ancient Plataiai in 7-10" centuries, and surface finds are inconclusive
(Konecny, Aravantinos, Marchese 2013, 46). However, as the same researchers claim, Plataiai
retained its name during these dark centuries, a bishopric existed at Plataiai and this makes it at
least probable that habitation continued there as well. In our opinion, the Slavic toponyms
discovered by Koutorga add argumentation in favour of the existence of a Greek-Slavic
settlement in Plataiai in the 7" to 10" centuries, since Plataiai with its walls (in particular, the
third-century AD acropolis walls fortified during Justinian times) was the best place to settle in
this area, and the toponyms “Konopijtsa” and “Rech’” belonged to the area adjacent to
Plataiai. As for the 11" to 13" centuries, Plataiai shows the signs of settlement activity: ceramics
and the presence of small churches. Most significantly, excavations on the acropolis revealed
several sections of the walls that had been constructed with liberal application of mortar and the
debris between them contained medieval pottery (Aravantinos, Konecny, Marchese 2003, 310-
314; Konecny, Aravantinos, Marchese 2013, 47). These walls are located tangentially to the
ancient city grid.

Another important detail should be noted. The name Plataiai was known to Turkish Sultan
Mehmed the Conqueror in the 15th century, because, according to Kritovoulos, in 1458 Sultan

38 Cf. Trombley 2000, 998.
39 Rus: HeIHEIIHHUE XXUTeNu obeux aepeBeHs, Kpudkytu n Kokkai, anmbGaHCKOro MPOUCXOXKJICHHS M BeCbMa HE
MHOTHE U3 HUX TOHUMAIOT HO-TPEUECKU.
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went through Boiotia and Plataiai, looking all over the Hellenic sites, examining them carefully
and gathering information about them all (Kritovoulos 1970, 137)%. Apparently, the site
associated with ancient Plataiai was well known at this time. This fact testifies to a strong
historical tradition known to the local population (Attica and Boiotia). Accordingly, there is a
possibility that some of the mixed Greek-Slavic population still inhabited the Plataiai region,
perhaps at the very site of ancient Plataiai through the time of Mehmed the Conqueror.

The Spring of Artemis

On page 466, Koutorga considers the location of the spring of the goddess Artemis, located
near a rock called the Bed of Aktaion (AkTaicovos koitn). Leake (Leake 1835, 333) and
Bursian (Bursian 1862, 247) believed that Vergutiani was that spring. Koutorga opposed this
view. According to him, since Vergutiani is the source of the Oeroe river, if it were the spring of
Artemis, Herodotus would have paid attention to it, but he did not. In addition, according to
Koutorga, identifying the spring of Artemis with Vergutiani contradicts the text of Pausanias
(9.2,3), who says that to the right of the road from Megara to Plataiai there is a spring, and, if
you go a little further, a rock, which is called the Bed of Aktaion.* According to Koutorga,
“The road mentioned here goes from the Kithairon mountain pass to the village of Kriekouti,
where it joins the military road going from Eleutherai, and then it goes straight to the city of
Plataiai. To the right of it, in the village, there is now a spring, very water-abundant; it still
preserves the beautiful stone patterns with which it was decorated in antiquity. This Kriekouti
spring corresponds well with the description of Pausanias, and therefore we believe it is the
spring in which the goddess was bathing”# (Koutorga 1874, 466). According to Edmonson,
however, the spring of Artemis is the spring Vrysi Vasilikis on the lower slopes of Gouros Lestori
(elev. 985 m.) approximately 1.5 km. west of Villia on the modern Villia-Aigosthena road
(Edmonson 1964, 154).

The Description of Plataiai

Pages 468-470 are devoted to a brief history of Plataiai and the name of the city. In addition,
Koutorga gives a review of the descriptions of Plataiai that were made before him by Dodwell,
Leake, Visher, Bursian and William Mure of Cardwell.

Unfortunately, Koutorga makes a mistake by taking the southern wall of the city for the wall
of ancient Plataiai, which had existed before they were destroyed during the Peloponnesian War
and notes that “since it is known that the original city was completely destroyed, it is very likely
that the traces of the structures extending farther south behind the present walls already existed
in almost the same condition during the construction of these walls”# (Koutorga 1874, 470).4

40 Cf. Gregorovius 2009, 635.

41 Tols B¢ ek Meydpoov {oUol Tyt Té éoTwv ¢v 8ef1d kai mpoeAbolov dAiyov méTpa: kaAolol 8¢ Thv piv
AxTaiwvos koitnv.

42 Rus: HasBauHbli 37mece myTs uueT or ropHoro KudepoHckoro mnpoxoma k JnepeBHH Kpuekytu, rie
COEIMHUBIINCE C BOGHHOIO OPOTOH, BeAyIlEl0 U3 DIeBTep, HalpaBiseTcs IpaMo k ropoay Ilmarasm. Hampaso
OT Hed, B CaMOH JepeBHE, eCTh Teleps KU BeChbMa M300UIbHBII BOJOIO U COXPaHHUBIIHUI ellle MpeKpacHYyIo
KaMEHHYI0 00JeJIKy, KOTOPOIO OH ObUI YKpallleH B JPEBHOCTU. DTOT K04 KpuekyTH coryacyeTcs BIOIHE C
onucanueM [laBcaHus, 1 Mbl IOTOMY IPHHUMAaeM OHBIH 3a HCTOUHUK B KOTOPOM YMbIBajlach OOTHHSL.

43 Rus: Tak Kak IPUTOM U3BECTHO YTO II€pBOHAYaNbHBIM rOpo]] ObLI COBEPIICHHO pa3pylLlIeH, TO BECbMa BEpOSTHO
YTO CIIe/bl MOCTPOSHUN MPOCTUpPAIOIUEcs Jajee Ha IOT 3a HbHEIMIHUMHU CT€HaMHU ObUTH YXKe IPH COOPYKEHUHU
CUX CTEH II0YTHU B TOM K€ COCTOSHUH B KaKOM OHU U TeTlepb HaXOATCA.

44A¢ the present stage of the research of Plataiai, it is clear that the total area of the city, surrounded by a wall dating
back to 338 BC amounts to 85 ha. However, this area was reduced to 73 hectares by insertion of diateichisma or a
cross-wall in the Early Hellenistic period (Konecny, Boyd, Marchese, Aravantinos 2012, 113). Koutorga mistook
the diateichisma for the wall that was built after the Battle of Chaeronea in 338 BC and calls it the southern wall.
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Taking into account Koutorga’s mistake in interpreting the development of the city of
Plataiai, we will not quote here his descriptions of the walls and the corresponding reasoning.
Let us turn our attention to the following excerpt, “The remaining walls, on the western,
northern and eastern sides, right along the edge of the hill, form, along with the fourth,
southern side, a quadrangle, which is a separate, independent whole, different from other
ancient ruins located farther south and ascending to Mount Kithairon. All four walls of this
quadrangle are equipped with protruding towers of a regular shape; the main gate is located in
the east, by the road leading to Athens; opposite it, in the west, inside the city, there is a large
tower, of thick walls, serving something of an internal fortress; the city was not lacking in water,
as it can be seen from the remains of the wells, and could therefore withstand a long siege; in
short, these ruins, except for some latest alterations, represent a unity of plan and execution,
that is, stone masonry, and belong undoubtedly to one period” (Koutorga 1874, 470-471).4

We cited this passage to convey Koutorga’s general impression of the ruins of Plataiai and
draw the reader’s attention to the remains of some building inside the city which, according to
Koutorga, was a tower. Regarding it, Koutorga notes that “a square powerful citadel, which has
also survived to this day, is built at the western wall against the main entrance % (Koutorga
1874, 474). According to Koutorga, it was common practice in 6 BC to build such citadel-
towers in the city, “According to this scheme, the fortifications in Mantinea and Messene were
laid by Epaminondas, and two perfectly preserved castles, in Eleutherai and in Phyle — by the
Athenians. These towers are still visible, namely in Messene to the side of the monastery of
Vourkano, in the northeast corner in Phyle, directly opposite the main entrance, and in the
centre of the fortress in Eleutherai; the latter is remarkable since it is partly built of multifaceted
stones” (Koutorga 1874, 472).47

What did Koutorga see and take as the ruins of a square citadel? Those could be the remains
of a large temple, which the researchers allegedly identify as the Temple of Hera (Washington
1891; Konecny, Aravantinos, Marchese 2013, 141-144) or the ruins at the site of the supposed
theatre (Konecny, Aravantinos, Marchese 2013, 144-146), which is less likely because the place
is located closer to the east wall. The ruins at these places could have been better seen on the

And he considered those remains of the walls that extend further to the south to have been ruined earlier, in the
Peloponnesian War.

45 Rus: CoXpaHHUBIINECS JI0 CUX MOp CTEHbI MJYT, Ha 3allaJHOH, CEBEPHOW W BOCTOYHOH CTOPOHAaX, MPSMO IO
Kpal0 BO3BBIIIEHHOCTH, U 00pa3ylOT, BMECTE C UETBEPTOIO, I0XKHOK CTOPOHOIO, YETHIPEYTONBHUK, KOTOPBIHA
COCTaBISIET OTAENBHOE, CAMOCTOATENIBHOE LIEJIOE, OTINYAIOIIeecs OT APYTUX JPEBHUX OCTaTKOB PACIIONOKEHHEIX
Jajee Ha IOr M Bocxomsamux K rope Kudepony. Bce dersipe cTEHBI cero 4eThpeyrojpHHKa CHaOXEHbI
NPaBUJIbHBIMU BBICTYMAIONIMMH OalTHSIMU; IJIaBHBIE BOPOTA YCTPOEHBI Ha BOCTOKE, Y JOPOTH BeAylleiH B AQUHBL;
NIPOTHUB HUX, Ha 3allajie, BHYTPU ropoJia, BO3BEAEHa OOIIMPHas, CII0KEHHasl U3 TOJCTHIX CTeH, OalllHs, CIyKUBILAst
KakK Obl BHYTPEHHEIO KPEIOCTHI0; TOPOJ HE JIMIICH OblI, HAKOHEII, BOJIbI, KaK MOKa3bIBalOT OCTATKH KOJO/ALEB, U
MOTI' CJIe/IOBAaTEIbHO BbIJICPKUBATH IPOAOCJIKUTENBHYIO OCajly; CIOBOM, 3TH pa3BalliHbl, HUCKIIIOYasi TOJBKO
HEKOTOPbIE TTO3AHEHIIINE UCTIPaBIICHHS, TIPEJICTABIISIOT SMHCTBO IIaHa U UCIIOJHEHHS, TO-€CTh KJIaJKH KaMHEH,
U MIpHUHAJJIe)KaT HECOMHEHHO O/IHOMY BPEMEHHU.

46 Rus: yCTpOEHa Y 3amaJHOM CTeHbl MPOTHB IJIaBHOTO BXOJa YETHIPEXYTroJIbHasi MOIHAs TBEPIbIHS, KOTOpas
TaKKe JI0 CUX TI0p yliesena.

47 Rus: [lo aToli cucreme 3anoxeHs! OblIM DMaMHHOHAOM YKperuieHust B Mantunee u Meccune, 1 AQuHsSHaMU
JIBa IPEKPacHO COXPaHUBLIMXCA 3aMKa, B DiieBTepax U B @uie. B HUX BUIHBI ellle U Teneps 03HaueHHbIe OalllHy,
MMEHHO B MecCHHe K CTOpOHE MOHacThIpsi BypkaHa, B duiie B ceBepO-BOCTOYHOM YTITy, TIPSIMO IIPOTUB TJIaBHOTO
BXO/la, a B DIEBTEpax B CPEIUHE KPEMOCTH; IOCIEHss 3aMeyarelibHa elle B TOM OTHOLICHUH YTO BHICTPOEHA
4acThI0 U3 MHOTOTpaHHbIX KaMHeH. As for Eleutherai, there really exists a building as described by Koutorga. It
has a rectangular shape (16.4x11.I1 m) and polygonal masonry (Koutorga called it “multifaceted”). This was
supposed to be an earlier citadel, but it was later revealed that internal arrangements of the building resembled the
floorplan of a house rather than a fort because among the finds from the orthogonal building were roof tiles, black
glazed lamps and loom weights. Masonry, especially the drafted corners, is not suitable to the archaic date. The
structure was perhaps a garrison building or dining hall and is most probably nearly contemporary with the
building of the fort (Stikas 1938, 47-49; Ober 1985, 162; Fachard 2013, 89).
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surface in Koutorga’s time. However, this is our assumption, which, regrettably, cannot be
confirmed.

The Temple of Hera

Without a great deal of discussion about the place where, according to ancient Greek
authors, the temple of Hera was located, we will cite Koutorga’s final passage regarding the
possible location of the temple:

“At the northwestern wing of the ruins (Plataiai - A. Mozhaisky), below the hill on which they are
located, and at the same time in front of it, a large open terrace extends as if dominating the whole
platecau. On this terrace, which resembles the magnificent terrace of Heraion of Argos, also
artificially levelled, and which is visible from everywhere, the remains of the foundations and many
scattered ancient Hellenic stones are preserved in some places. Here, in our opinion, once the temple
of the goddess Ira stood in a beautiful and so happily chosen location that the Plataians could
justifiably be proud of it. The terrace is exactly 20 stadia away from the Rech’ spring and, while
standing on it, you can clearly understand Herodotus’ news when he says that the Greeks who had
not taken part in the battle and were waiting for its outcome in the sacred enclosure of the temple, on
learning about the victory, moved quickly to Eleusinian Demeter and went there in two ways: one
party went through the hills and hillocks of Kithairon, the other along the Plain.

At the foot of Kithairon, right under this terrace, the Oeroe river flows, here with the name of
Kolona. It derives its name from several marble columns which were located on its bank and has
always been covered with earth, but which, as the guide and many villagers from Kokkla assured me,
having been washed away by high water, had appeared several years earlier but then had been
buried again. The guide added that no building could be noticed there; only a few separate pillars
were found, all lying down. It is quite possible that they were part of the Heraion and rolled down to
the river after the temple had been destroyed. If the learned travellers had undertaken the task of
excavating in this area, they would have been rewarded with the discovery of the columns from the
building erected in the 6th century BC” (Koutorga 1874, 477-478). 48

Based on Koutorga’s description, we can approximately locate on the map the place he
suggests for the temple of Hera. However, we cannot be absolutely sure of the information
Koutorga gathered from the locals. He did not see the columns himself. Koutorga’s question
about the remains of the building was very professional, but the response was that only the
columns were visible. This fact raises doubts in the veracity of the information. On the other
hand, this conversation referred to the erosion of the river bank, which could expose only a
small part of the remains. The first association coming to mind in connection with this extract of
Koutorga’s description is a legend about ancient columns that were allegedly seen in the south
of Russia in the bay between the North Spit and the shores of the Taman Peninsula. P. Du
Brux, an amateur archaeologist (engaged in research in the 1810-1820s), recorded marble

48 Rus: ¥V ceBepo-3alaHOr0 Kpblila pa3BalH, HUXKE BO3BBILICHHOCTH Ha KOTOPOX OHE HAaXOJAATCS, a BMECTE C TEM
U TIpeJ Helo, POCTUpaeTcs OoMbllas OTKPBITas Teppaca Kak Obl TOCIIOACTBYIONIasl HaJl BCEIO paBHUHOIO. Ha 3TOH,
OTOBCIOAY BHUAMMOW Teppace, HAIOMHUHAIONIEH BEIMKOJNENHYI0 Teppacy Aproccoro HMpas, u Tak xe
UCKYCCTBEHHO BBIPOBHEHHOM, COXPaHHIUCH KOE€-TAE€ OCTaTKU (YHIaMEHTOB U MHOXECTBO Pa30OpOCaHHBIX
JIpeBHE-2JUIMHCKHUX KaMHeil. 31ech, o HallleMy MHEHUI0, BO3BBIIIAJICS HEKOTJa XpaM 6oruHu VpsI B MpeKkpacHOM
U CTOJIb CUACTIIMBO M30PaHHOM MECTOMOJIOKEHUH uTO [LmaTdiiliel MOTIIM CHpaBeUIMBO UM TopauTscs. Teppaca
OTCTOMUT POBHO Ha 20 CTaJMEB OT Kiroda Peun M, cTos Ha Hel, sicHO mMoHMMaelp u3Bectue Mponora, KOTOpsIi
TOBOPUT UTO ['pekH HE MPUHUMAaBIIME Y4acTHs B CpPaK€HHUU U OXKUJABUIME HMCXO0Ja JieJa B CBSAIIEHHOU orpane
XpaMa, KaK TOJBKO Yy3HaJu o moOezae, OpicTpo nBHHYHCh K EneBcuHCKOW JMMHUTpe W MOILIH Tylda JABYMs
MyTSMHU: OJIHU MO XOJdMaM U mpuropkam Kudepona, apyrue mo PaBuune. Y nogomuBel Kudepona, npsmo moj
cero Teppacoro, TedeT peduka Onpos, moj uMeHeM Kononner. OHa HOCHT 3TO Ha3BaHHE OT HECKOIBKHX
MpPaMOPHBIX KOJIOHH HaXOJSIIMXCS Ha ee Oepery M BCerja MOKPBITHIX 3eMIIed, HO KOTOPbIS, KaK MEHs yBepsil
MPOBOJHUK W MHOTHE >XHUTeNnH naepeBHU Kokkan, ObIB pa3MbIThl CHIJIBHBIM IIOJIHOBOJMEM, IOKa3aluCh 3a
HECKOJIBKO JIET TPe]] CUM, a IIOTOM CHOBa 3aChINalIuCh. [[pOBOIHUK MpuOaBuil, Ha MOU BOIIPOC, YTO TaM He ObLIO0
3aMETHO HUKaKOT0 3[IaHUs; HallIeHs! ObUTH TOJIBKO OTAETIbHBIE CTOJIOBI, KOTOPBIE BCE JiexkKallu. BechMa BO3ZMOXKHO,
YTO OHM MpHHaIeKaIU HMpIt0 M CKaTWIHCh K PEKe TNpU pa3pylieHuHu cero xpama. Eciaum O yueHbie
MyTEeIIECTBEHHUKU TPUHSAIN Ha ceOs TPy pacKomaTh 3Ty MECTHOCTh, TO BO3HATPaXKACHbI ObUIH ObI OTKPBHITHEM
KOJIOHH 3JjaHus Bo3ABUrHyTaro B VI Beke 10 P.X.
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columns visible in calm weather, and laid down the location of the finding upon the map.
Another archaeologist of that period, A.B. Ashik, told that A.G. Bibikov, lieutenant commander
of the Black Sea Fleet, later captain of the Kerch quarantine station, tried to pull one of the
columns out of the water in 1823 and 1824, but was forced to give up the idea due to lack of
funds (Tunkina 2002, 240, 382, Fig. 45). Note that these columns in the south of Russia were
never found, despite the efforts of other well-known researchers. In this regard, we will decline
to make any further comments and only approximately locate on the modern map (Fig. 2) the
place described by Koutorga, where, according to local residents, the columns were allegedly
seen.

Figure 2: General map (following Koutorga's description). Map data: Google, DigitalGlobe.

On pages 478-479, Koutorga completes his work by describing the location of Hysiae, in the
way shown by Colonel Leake and the subsequent researchers (Leake 1835, 326-329, 333;
Pritchett 1957, 10; Wallace 1979, 54-55; Pritchett 1982, 88-92; Fossey 1988, 112-115;
Mozhajsky 2017a, 38).

Conclusion

Having received advanced education, Koutorga became an outstanding researcher of his
time, recognised both in Russia and far beyond its borders. In 1860-1861, he made a journey to
Greece, for which he had thoroughly prepared, and managed to achieve significant scientific
results. In Boiotia, his studies were primarily devoted to the description of Plataiai and the
topography of the battle of Plataiai in 479 BC.

Below, we list, in our opinion, the most important of Koutorga’s ideas:
1. Koutorga made an interesting assumption about the location of Sphragidion, placing it
in the site of the modern monastery of the Holy Trinity on Kithairon.

2. His suggestion about the site of the sanctuary of Eleusinian Demeter on the Alepotrapi
hill and his mentioning of ancient Greek ruins are also valuable.
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3. Itis likely that Koutorga was the first researcher who linked the Gargaphia spring with
the contemporary Rech’ (Retsi) spring and who provided a detailed description of the
latter.

4. Koutorga provides valuable information when locating the Island of Herodotus, where
he describes the modern terrain and lists the toponyms Konopijtsa, Tripotami and Nisi.

5. Koutorga reveals to us the hidden landscape of the Slavic names that were still used by
the population of Parasopia in the 19th century. In addition, the Slavic toponyms
discovered by Koutorga add argumentation in favour of the existence of a Greek-Slavic
settlement in Plataiai in the 7 to 10™ centuries.

6. Koutorga challenged the identification of Vergutiani with the spring of Artemis as early
as in the 19" century.

7. The Russian researcher also tried to locate the temple of Hera in accordance with the
story of the local residents about the columns on the banks of the Oeroe river.

Thus, we have made an attempt to compare the information received by Koutorga during his
stay in Boiotia with the current state of research of Plataiai. We hope this information will serve
everyone interested in the history and archaeology of Boiotia.
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