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PREFACE

Due to the current pandemic and closed libraries, this issue of 7eiresias has been almost entirely
compiled with electronic resources, and offprints kindly sent by readers. While we thank them
for their invaluable contribution to the journal, we apologise for a slightly slimmer issue than
usual, and for any missing references.

NEWS

501.0.01 Teiresias journal now has its own email address: teiresias[at]bluewin.ch. Feel free
to send references to your publications, offprints, and contact us if you (or your students)wish
to contribute to the journal or have any queries.

501.0.02 Prof. J. M. Fossey kindly wrote to inform 7erresias readers that he is making
available indices for his book 7opography and Population of Ancient Borotia. These indices were
drawn up by him and printed as a small booklet of which he still has about 20 copies. It is in all
18 pages plus paper cover of the same page size as the book itself; this allows it to be inserted
between the end page and the back cover. 7erresias readers who would find it useful to have this
booklet should simply email Prof. Fossey (jmfossey[atlmbamtl.org) their request together with
the full details of the postal address at which they would like to receive it. There are not many
copies available so it will have to be “first come, first served”. There is no charge for it: Prof.
Fossey generously offers to mail single copies.



WORK IN PROGRESS

501.0.03 Kara Braithwaite-Westoby sends the following report on her recent PhD thesis
entitted Epameinondas the Great (2020, University of Otago NZ, xi&402pp.

http://hdLhandle.net/10523/10030). See 501.1.01.

Epameinondas the Theban (c. 418/412-362 BCE) may very well be the most pre-eminent figure
in all of Boeotian history, yet he has not been afforded a dedicated monograph for over 60 years
(M. Fortina, Epaminondas. Torino: Societa editrice internazionale, 1958); nor, to date, has there
ever been one in English. This thesis endeavours to remedy the situation, while incorporating
much of the vast corpus of relevant scholarly works published in recent decades. After
investigating the ancient literature in the opening chapters, the work largely concerns itself with
the Theban general, focusing predominantly on political and military matters. Throughout, a
number of specific issues are dealt with, such as Epameinondas’ alleged involvement at the siege
of Mantinea (c. 386-385), a discussion of the novelty of the tactics used at the Battle of Leuctra
(371), and a reassessment of the evidence for the second Theban-led invasion of the Peloponnese
(369). Perhaps most outstanding is the lengthy chapter on Epameinondas’ naval expedition (c.
364), our knowledge of which has improved due to a number of recent articles and epigraphical
finds. This chapter attempts to be all-encompassing, devoting much discussion to the logistics of
the expedition and the potential naval bases used. Finally, to complete the history of the general,
an appendix is included, which offers an assessment of the reception of Epameinondas from his
death to the modern day. Here, the focus is on the various artworks and literature in which he
appears, with particular attention being given to works from the Renaissance and the
Enlightenment, when he was considered to be one of the greatest of all ancient figures.
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