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EDITORIAL NOTES:

 It is a pleasure to offer readers of TEIRESIAS a narrative report on the first season's work 
of the Tanagra Survey, conducted under the direction of Professor John Bintliff (002.1.05).
  The Fourth International Congress of Boeotian Studies was held at Levadia and Thebes 
from September 9th to 12th, under the auspices of the Society of Boeotian Studies. The Congress 
was a great success, academically and socially, and was extremely well organized. The 
Proceedings of the Third Congress (1996) have now been published, and will be noticed in 
TEIRESIAS as soon as possible.
 Hard on the heels of the Fourth International Congress comes news of plans for the  
Tenth: this is to be held in Montreal, from October 17 to 20, 2001. Information can be obtained 
by writing to the organizers: P. Bonnechere (bonnechere@hst.umontreal.ca) and J. M. Fossey 
(jmfossey@hotmail.com).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----

SECTION 1: HISTORICAL (See also 002.2.03, 26)

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REPORTS

002.1.01   D. Blackman, "Archaeology in Greece 1997-98", AREPORTS FOR 1997-1998: 
44 (1998) 17-18 (Skala Oropou), 59-61 (Boiotia: Anthedon, Boiotia Survey, 
Halai, Livadia, Orchomenos, Plataiai, Ritsona, Thebes).

002.1.02   D. Blackman, "Archaeology in Greece 1998-99", AREPORTS FOR 1998-1999: 
45 (1999) 17-18 (Skala Oropou), 54-58 (Boiotia: Akraiphnion, Boiotia Survey, 
Chaironeia, Halai, Kephisos, Orchomenos, Plataiai, Tachi, Thebes).

002.1.03   A. Mazarakis Ainian, "ANASKAPHI SKALAS OROPOU (1985-87, 1996)", 
PRAKTIKA 1996 (1998) 21-124.

002.1.04   A. Mazarakis Ainian, "ANASKAPHI SKALAS OROPOU", PRAKTIKA 1997 
(1998) 47-77.

WORK IN PROGRESS

mailto:(bonnechere@hst.umontreal.ca)
mailto:(jmfossey@hotmail.com)


002.1.05   John Bintliff, Professor of Classical Archaeology, Leiden University, sends the 
following report:

           THE TANAGRA SURVEY 2000-2001

          1. REPORT ON THE 2000 SEASON

            In the month of July 2000 I directed the first stage of  a complete surface survey of 
the ancient city of  TANAGRA in Eastern Boeotia. This was a joint project,           
with myself as Director and 15 Dutch archaeology students from Leiden 
University, but also with Greek research students (A. Vionis, E. Sigalos) and 
specialists (Dr. K. Sbonias, Rethymno University, Assistant Director; K. Sarri, 
Centre for Hellenic Studies Athens, prehistoric ceramic specialist). We were based 
in the Ecclesiastical Research Centre, Livadheia, and were very positively assisted 
throughout the season by the Ephor of Antiquities in Thebes, Dr. V. Aravantinos.

            Our aim in this first season was to build upon the excellent previous topographic 
research carried out by Prof. D. Roller, which had produced detailed analysis          
of the C4th BC city walls and surface traces of major  structures and roads within 
the town. Our method was to make a regular grid across the surface of the site and          
beyond its walls, counting the total density of surface  artefacts and collecting a 
small sample (less than 1%) from each square for dating purposes. In this first           
season we completed the study of around one-third of  the area enclosed by the 
late-Classical walls. Our intention is to identify the proportion of the site in          
heavy occupation at each phase of the town's history, beginning in prehistory and 
continuing up to the latest human activity (Medieval). Alongside the sampling of          
surface ceramics, we undertook a very intensive mapping of the contours of the 
city surface, using a Total Station device. The comparison of small changes in the          
groundsurface elevation, with remains of walls on the surface, should enable us to 
test further Roller's hypothetical reconstruction of the main streets, domestic house 
blocks and public monuments within the walls.

            A second area of our activity was extramural. Surface fieldwalking was undertaken 
in two directions out from the city wall to identify extramural settlement, sanctuary 
and burial zones. It is obvious that the  late-Classical walls need not have been the 
limits of urban activity, and at certain phases of the town's          history the spread 
of settlement may have been significantly extended beyond them. Our previous 
research experience has also shown for other cities in Boeotia,          that after Late 
Antiquity the successor settlement of Byzantine times may lie very close to an 
ancient town but be only marginally extended into it.

 
  In both the extramural and intramural studies of July 2000 important research 

results were obtained. Prehistoric ceramics from Neolithic to Late Bronze Age          
1 were ubiquitous across the intramural area so far  studied, and reveal both a core 
village in these periods and evidence for a zone of shifting prehistoric farms which 
extends well into the countryside beyond the ancient walls. Near absence of later 



Mycenaean pottery suggests that ancient Tanagra was not a significant focus in 
mature Mycenaean times, so that the Homeric references and major nearby 
cemeteries ought to be associated with another major site. Early Iron Age           
activity is very poorly represented, so that the Classical town seems to grow very 
rapidly from later Archaic times into dense activity not just within the          walled 
area but also in extramural settlement extending  some notable distance away from 
the walls. In Early Roman times provisional results may suggest some contraction 
of the settled zone, however in Late Roman times once more the entire sector 
studied yielded plentiful finds, suggesting major renewal of the town's           
importance. Byzantine finds were low within the city walls but increased in the 
extramural zone towards a major Middle Byzantine church. A large village seems 
to have replaced the ancient city by the 10th century AD within less than 1 
kilometre of the ancient urban walls.

            The extramural surface survey, as noted, allowed us to show that the prehistoric 
farms were equally outside as inside the ancient walls of Tanagra and represent a          
dispersed settlement of the whole district, although a genuine village of Bronze 
Age date is provisionally suggested on and around the acropolis of Tanagra. In           
Classical Greek and Roman times domestic activities could be shown extending 
several hundreds of metres out from the walls. In this area we also identified 
several Classical Greek cemeteries of the family type. This discovery casts doubt 
about the standard view that the ancient Tanagra cemeteries were essentially 
located on major routes out from the city gates - it seems more likely that the 
smaller burial clusters, at least, mark rural estates. Also just near the edge of the          
extramural built-up area a large suburban Roman villa was found, with 
architectural fragments, further evidence of the prosperity cited by Pausanias and 
other  Roman-era sources.

            Two final results can be mentioned: the new map of the site which we are 
preparing indicates that previous  town plans have been rather inaccurate in giving 
the  size of the walled area. Secondly, we are preparing a commentary on the 
physical condition of the city site today and threats to conservation of its remains, 
and have already informed the Ephor of continuing damage to the Theatre 
emanating from the modern aqueduct facility housed within the uppermost sector 
of the city.

            A fuller report of the 2000 season will appear in PHAROS, the Journal of the 
Dutch Institute at Athens.

          2. CONTINUATION IN 2001

            In the month of August 2001 we would wish to continue the Tanagra city survey. 
This would involve the complete surface study of a further one-third of the area

            within the late Classical walls, with sample ceramic collection (less than 1% of 
surface finds) and topographic mapping. The aim would be to further test our 
hypotheses of the changing size of the settled zone in different phases of the town's 



history. We would also wish to continue with the very successful study of          
the immediate environs of the town, evaluating further  the border of dense 
extramural settlement and the  town's relationship to fringing cemetery clusters,          
sanctuaries, villae urbanae and the succeeding Byzantine village (a maximum zone 
of up to 1000 metres from the city walls will include all likely phenomena          of 
this kind).
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