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Obituaries

Readers of Teiresias will be saddened to learn of the recent death of two esteemed
colleagues.

Gilbert Argoud (9.6.1937 - 20.4.2011)

Gilbert Argoud, Commandeur dans I’Ordre des Palmes Académiques, Chevalier de la
Légion d’Honneur, who died on the 20th of April after a long illness, was, until his retirement in
1996, a member of the Faculté des lettres at the Université de Saint Etienne. He rose through the
ranks from 1969 to be Professeur des Universités, and from 1980 to 1983 and again from 1986
until his retirement in 1996, was Dean of the Faculté des lettres. He was also, from 1989 to 2000,
Directeur du Centre Jean-Palerne, Centre de Recherche de I’Université de Saint-Etienne rattaché
au CNRS, of which he had been a member since its creation in 1972.

Following his retirement, upon which he was named Professeur Emérite, Gilbert Argoud
was engaged in municipal politics, where he served first as a councillor, and for seven years, from
2001 to 2008, as Premier adjoint de la Ville de Saint-Etienne.

He received his Doctorat d’Etat in 1986, for a thesis entitled “L’eau et son utilisation
urbaine et rurale en Gréce du Vle siecle au ler siécle avant J-C”. This interest in ancient Greek
hydraulics pervades much of his work, and is the subject of numerous publications, but his close
friendship with Paul Roesch brought him into the field of Boiotian studies as well.

In 1983, together with Paul Roesch, Gilbert Argoud organized the international
colloquium “La Béotie antique”, the proceedings of which were published in 1985. Gilbert was
one of the team of three who prepared for publication the late Paul Roesch’s Les Inscriptions de
Thespies.



Gilbert Argoud was a man of many parts, a highly respected scholar and administrator,
and a person of great charm withal. He will be missed not only by his family (his wife Claude,
their children and grand-children), but by all those who knew him.

*

John Buckler (16.3.1945 - 2.6.2011)

The death on the 2nd of June, after a short illness, of John Buckler, Emeritus Professor of
Greek History, deprived the scholarly world of one of its leading authorities on the history of
Central Greece in the fourth century BC. His doctoral dissertation, written at Harvard under the
direction of Ernst Badian (whose death earlier this year John felt keenly), resulted in his first
major publication, The Theban Hegemony, 371-362 BC (1980). This was followed in 1989 by
Philip II and the Sacred War. Both these works remain the standard texts on their subjects. In
2008, together with Hans Beck, John Buckler published a collection of his major articles, Central
Greece and the Politics of Power in the Fourth Century BC. At the time of his death, he was
working on a book on the logistics of Greek warfare, of which he had completed the first half.
Throughout his career and up to the end of his life, he published numerous articles, both in
journals and scholarly works of reference, including contributions to Brill’s New Jacoby.

John was a stellar attraction at many conferences on Boiotian antiquities. One of these he
organized in 1985 with Hartmut Beister in Munich, at the end of a two-year tenure of an
Alexander von Humboldt Fellowship at the Institut fiir Alte Geschichte. The proceedings of this
conference were published in 1989 under the title Boiotika.

John Buckler was, among other things, a brilliant military historian, whose written work
was based on a close familiarity, not only with the relevant sources, but also with the terrain on
which the principal battles of the period were fought. As a result, his descriptions of these
engagements are both vivid and clear.

John was generous with his time and counsel, and a model of academic rectitude. He is
survived -- and sorely missed -- by his wife Caroline, his two step-daughters, and numerous
friends and colleagues.

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES
111.0.01 Nikolaos Papazarkadas sends the following:
The Epigraphy and History of Boeotia: New Finds, New Developments

The Sara B. Aleshire Center for the Study of Greek Epigraphy in collaboration
with the Department of Classics of the University of California at Berkeley is
organizing a Symposium entitled ‘The Epigraphy and History of Boeotia: New
Finds, New Developments’. The Symposium, which is also supported financially
by the Doreen B. Townsend Center for the Humanities, will take place at Berkeley
in early September 2011 (September 1-3). Scholars from all over the world will
present new inscriptions or old documents that have been overlooked, and will
discuss recent developments in the study of Boeotian History, primarily in the light
of epigraphical and other archaeological discoveries. The fifteen participants are



111.0.02

(in alphabetical order): V. Aravantinos, H. Beck, M. Bonanno-Aravantinos, C.
Grenet, Y. Kalliontzis, D. Knoepfler, E. Mackil, F. Marchand, A. Matthaiou, C.
Miiller, N. Papazarkadas, I. Pernin, R. Pitt, A. Robu, A. Schachter. The
Symposium will be open to the public, and scholars and students are welcome to
attend. For further information, you may contact Nikolaos Papazarkadas
(papazarkadas@berkeley.edu) or consult the website of the Classics Department at
UCB (classics.berkeley.edu).

A conference entitled “Irony and Humour as Imperial Greek Literary Strategies:
The Playful Plutarch” will take place in Oxford on 12th-13th July. For further
information, see classics.ox.ac.uk/plutarch/
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orientale di Tebe”, in A. Martina & A.T. Cozzoli, edd., La Tragedia Greca.
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(Béotie et Phocide)”, in 111.1.02: 149-182.

111.1.12 R. Cohon, “New Evidence for Hesiod and the Naming and Ordering of the Muses
in Hellenistic and Classical Art”, Boreas 32 (2009) 19-41.
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pour Apollodoros de Mégare (/G VII, 223)”, in 111.1.02: 79-101.

111.1.27 E. V. Vlachogianni, “Ot amoxpOyelg £KTaxktng avaykng otnv kvping EAAGSa enl
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